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Five key field diagnostic features

• Colour

• Texture = clay %

• Structure

• Organic matter

• Simple tests
• pH

• Slaking & dispersion

• EC





Riverine plains
Topography – vegetation – soil type association









TRBE - Finley NSMC - Tullakool



Major issues & management – Riverine Plains cropping soils

1. Machinery compaction

2. Slaking & hard-setting 
1. Water entry

2. Crop establishment

3. Sub-soil sodicity
1. Waterlogging

2. Water stress

Control traffic
• make ‘roadways’

Increase organic matter
• Retain stubbles

• Minimise till

• Avoid bare fallows

Gypsum – not rice

Irrigation system
• Surface drainage (beds)

• Schedule irrigations

Cotton systems
• All soils (all systems)

Loam top-soils
• Duplex = RBE & TRBE

• Cropping systems

TRBE & NSMC
• Rice systems

Problem Soil & system Management


